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CHURCH PLANT IN VEAL TNUNG

MOTHER’S DAY CELEBRATION
On Sunday,  May 4, the first service took place in Veal 
Tnung, a village in the Kampong Cham province.  We 
were overwhelmed by the success of the outreach as 
we were given the opportunity to speak truth into the 
lives of 200 adults  and 340 children.  Our goal was to 
celebrate mothers  in a way that they have never been 
honored before.  In Cambodian society, there is a 
misconception that once someone becomes a 
Christian,  they will disobey,  dishonor and disgrace 
their parents.  Our goal was to show the truth of the 
Bible that we,  as Christians, strive to honor and take 
care of our parents.  Through performances,  cards  of 
gratitude, and washing the mothers’ feet,  we believe 
that the love of God was  communicated in a very real 
and very new way.  There were tears of thanksgiving 
from the kids and tears of revelation and honor from 
the parents.  We are looking forward to the months 
and years to come as we see God bringing fruit from 
the seeds planted on this day.

OVERFLOWING EXCITEMENT

As a church,  we are embarking on a new and adventurous 
phase.  We have been called to love God and love others, 
which we are doing through our first church plant in 
Kampong Cham province,  about 2 1/2 hours from our 
Phnom Penh Thmey campus.  Through prayer and 
preparation,  our entire church family has been involved in 
what God is birthing in this new place.  We had many 
people asking to join...more than we could fit into the van!  
Our team of 13 packed into the van with hearts full and 
excited to serve and love this community.  And serve they 
did.  They did all things with joy and without complaining, 
ready to respond to the needs  of such an adventure as 
church planting is.  As a result of their service, we believe 
that it added strength to the outreach,  as well as 
strengthening our church body as a whole.  We want to see 
God’s love spread throughout Cambodia and are grateful 
that God has called us to partner with Him!

As it says in Matthew 28:18-20, the Veal 
Tnung team is going with the authority and 

presence of Jesus to make disciples.
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Above: Students lined up and receiving 
instructions for the next game.

Right:  Relationships develop through 
games...students holding hands as 

they prepare for another game. 

With the vas t major i ty o f the 
Cambodian population in the youth 
demog raphic ,  there are a lways 
numerous  opportunities for outreach.  
Our goal for many years has been to 
minister to our English students  each 
Wednesday evening with an English 
church service.  While the heart has not 
changed, our methods have recently 
been updated, using the Alpha program 
to teach and build relationships with the 
students.  The first of the seven weekly 
meetings  was held on April 30th,  with 
more than 150 students.  Word spread 
about the fun and excitement that we 
had the first week and by the second 
week, there were an additional 30 people 
that joined!  

Designed for team and relationship 
building, the students  are divided into 
groups for the length of the program.  
We have scored competition games and 
processing discussion times  after the 
Bible teaching each week.  We want 
introduce a clear message of salvation 
and we are praying that there will be  
decisions for Jesus.  As a result, we hope 
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to see them added to the church 
and discipled through our care 
group system.

The top three scoring groups 
(about 40 people) will go for an 
off-site weekend camp and we 
will introduce more lessons about 
the truth of  God.  

PRAYER NEEDS

Decisions for Jesus

Finances for the 3-day camp 
(approximately $2500)

Volunteers to help run the 
camp sometime in August

Our groundbreaking was  pushed 
back due to a delay in the land title 
and building permit.  However,  we 
have not been standing still.  We 
were able to start in small, but 
significant ways by digging the well 
to provide enough water for  the 
property,  the community center and 
all that it entails.  

Every Thursday afternoon, the 
Prey Romeas team leads  a 
children’s  program for 50 - 80 kids 
with songs,  games, crafts  and a 
Bible lesson.  It is  currently being 
held at a villager’s house,  but we are 
looking forward to continued 
growth of this  program when it is 
held on our own property!  

In addition to the children’s 
outreach, Pastor Thearith (right) 
and Prey Romeas  support staff 
Chris Cox (left) do house visits 
throughout the village, building 
relationships, teaching the Bible 
and doing what they can to meet 
the needs of  the villagers.


